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4 March 2026 

The Hon Michelle Rowland MP 
Attorney-General 
PO Box 6022  
Parliament House Canberra 

Dear Attorney-General, 

Re:  Immediate release of the 2nd National Plan to End the Abuse and 
Mistreatment of Older People 2026-2036  

Elder Abuse Action Australia (EAAA), the peak national body aiming to end elder 
abuse, the undersigned EAAA members, and key stakeholders, are seeking urgent 
action on behalf of the hundreds of thousands of older people at risk of or 
currently experiencing abuse and mistreatment and the broader elder abuse 
sector committed to supporting them. 

Australia has been without a National Plan since the first response to community 
demand, National Plan to Respond to the Abuse of Older Australians concluded in 
2023. This means that we have had more than two years without a coordinated 
national framework.  

The absence of the Australian Government’s commitment to ending the abuse and 
mistreatment of older people disregards the high prevalence rate - 14.8% or one in 
six Australians over 65 living in the community. Qu et al, 2021):1  In addition the 
Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety’s Report Experimental 
Estimates of the Prevalence of Elder Abuse in Australian Aged Care Facilities, 
suggests it could be as high as 39%. 

The reality is prevalence is likely to be substantially under-reported. The National 
Elder Abuse Prevalence Study was limited in its reach for priority cohorts including 
culturally and linguistically marginalised adults, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

 
1 Qu, L., Kaspiew, R., Carson, R., Roopani, D., De Maio, J., Harvey, J., Horsfall, B. (2021). National 
Elder Abuse Prevalence Study: Final Report. (Research Report). Melbourne: Australian Institute of 
Family Studies. 
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Islander People and members of LGBTIQ+ communities, older adults living in 
institutional settings or experiencing cognitive impairment.  

Population forecasts suggest people aged over 65 will double by 2066 resulting in 
more than 1.5 million older people experiencing abuse and mistreatment. 

Elder abuse drives significant downstream impacts on health, housing stability, 
mental wellbeing, and costly demand on health and justice systems. 

Abuse most commonly occurs in private homes, often perpetrated by adult 
children or other family members. The consequences include hospitalisation and 
delayed discharge from hospital, mental health decline, homelessness, financial 
hardship, premature mortality and increased reliance on other social services. 

The absence of a ten-year National Plan, the first five-year implementation plan 
and secure and appropriate funding leave a significant policy gap at a time of 
growing demographic pressure, and the greatest intergenerational wealth transfer 
Australia has seen. Getting help is a postcode lottery at present. 

Scenarios like the case study below are unfortunately not uncommon. 

Peter is a 90-year-old man. His son, Andrew, 50 years old, moves into his father’s 
home after a marriage breakdown. Andrew is in considerable financial difficulty. 
He begins a deliberate campaign to convince his father that he is losing his 
“marbles”, and therefore his capacity to manage his own affairs.  

Andrew secretly over-medicates Peter. He also convinces authorities his father no 
longer had capacity and was appointed Peter’s Guardian and Administrator. 
Andrew withdrew more than $100,000 of Peter's money and gambled it away. 

Peter obtained support through an elder abuse service. He was helped to revoke 
all orders and to get Andrew removed from his house. He could not recover the 
money stolen by Andrew. 

We call for: 

• Immediate release of the 2nd National Plan to End the Abuse and 
Mistreatment of Older People 2026-2036 

• Release of the first five-year implementation plan by 30 June 2026 
• Secure and appropriate funding in the upcoming budget to meet the 

deliverables of the 2nd National Plan to End the Abuse and Mistreatment of 
Older People 



3 
 

• Retention and growth in funding for specialist elder abuse services and 
programs to meet the need of a growing and at-risk population. 

National coordination through the Attorney-General has historically been critical 
in progressing reform in this area. We believe there is a clear opportunity to re-
affirm this leadership by responding to community demand and set a national 
direction for the next decade. 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 

Sue Leitch   Dr Rebecca Edwards 
Co-chair   Co-chair 
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EAAA Patron 

The Hon Dr Kay Patterson AO, EAAA Patron 

EAAA Partners 

Patricia Sparrow, CEO COTA Australia 

Dr Catherine Barrett, CEO Celebrate Ageing 

EAAA Organisation Members 
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